
 

 The most frequently seen large mammal is the white tail deer.  The cutting of 
forest and clearing of land and the loss of predators have favored these graceful deer. 
Now they are the most abundant hoofed mammals in North America.  Early morning 
and dusk are the best times to see them.  At other times of day, they usually rest and 
digest their food.  Except in winter, they are not gregarious and seldom appear in 
groups of more than three (usually doe and two fawns).  Deer have excellent night vision, 
which is a handicap under bright light.  Car lights dazzle them and they blindly dash off to 
hide—sometimes directly in front of the vehicle blinding them. 
 

 An infrequently seen neighbor is the eastern black bear.  They are timid 
and secretive, spending most of their time alone except during the mating season 
and when rearing young.  They possess a high level of intelligence, can run as 
fast as 25 miles an hour, and are skilled tree climbers.  WARNING: Although in 
most cases a black bear will go away from humans, they can be dangerous when 
accompanied by cubs, surprised by a sudden appearance of a human, approached 
while feeding, guarding a kill, fishing, hungry, injured, breeding, or if they are condi-
tioned to human food.  Most injuries associated with black bear encounters are the 
result of people feeding bears or bears feeding on human food. 
 

 Look out at dusk and you may see a shape passing through your yard.  At 
first you may think it is a small dog or a large cat, then you realize that it is clearly the 
shape of a fox.  Both red and gray foxes live in this area.  They are similar in size, but 
the red fox can be identified by the reddish color on back and face, white on under 
parts, a bushy white-tipped tail, and black legs and feet.  The gray fox has a coarse 
salt and pepper coat with orange and white markings and a bush, black-tipped tail 
with one black stripe on top.  They are opportunistic in diet, preying mainly on small 

mammals (rodents) and birds, but they also eat insects, carrion, and fruits. 
 
 The commonest wild feline in North America, the bobcat, occurs in a variety of habitats, 
adapts well to the presence of humans, and is increasing in number in some areas.  Its head 
and body are a total of 26-36 inches, with a 5 inch tail.  The short tail is black on top only and 
the body fur varies from dark to light with a spotted belly.  Eastern habitat includes forest and 
swamps.  Rarely seen, it is essentially a solitary animal with individual hunting ranges that vary 
in size according to the availability of prey.  Caves and hollow logs are used as denning sites.  
Kittens are usually born in spring, although a second litter may be born later in the year. 

 

 In our attempt to create a paradise for 
ourselves, we have also created a perfect 
habitat for a large variety of wildlife. 
 

 In fact, we have invaded their paradise.  
The Fairfield Harbour paradise has it all — 
ponds, grassy fairways, canals, wooded areas, 
creeks, and the Neuse River.  We also have 
over 100 acres of wetlands. 

 Too often our attitude towards wild-
life is one of grudging consent.  We tend to 
say, “You can stay. Just don’t touch any-
thing, eat anything, and stay out of my back-
yard.” 
 

 As stewards of the planet, we have 
a responsibility to share it with all of its in-
habitants.  Many residents have grown up 
and lived only in urban areas giving them 
little opportunity to have daily contact with 
the natural world.  Our residents will have 
many encounters with local wildlife. 
 

 We can make these positive rather 
than negative experiences by educating our-
selves.  Conflicts between people and wild-
life can usually be resolved without harm to 
either.  Most would envy us for our good 
fortune in being able to enjoy what many 
only see in books and on television. 

 

SHARING PARADISE 
 

RESIDENT MAMMALS 
 

 
 There are many species of snakes in this 
area, but water moccasins (cotton mouths) and 
copperheads are primarily the poisonous ones that 
you are likely to see in Fairfield Harbour.  They 
are pit vipers - snakes with a deep sensory pit 
between each eye and nostril.  Temperature-

sensitive receptors 
in the pits allow the 
snake to detect and 
strike at its warm-
blooded prey.  They 
give birth to live 

young which are venomous from the moment of 
birth.  Unless they feel threatened, snakes are 
not aggressive and only want to get away from 
humans. 
 
 Another Fairfield Harbour reptile is the 
alligator.  They are rarely seen and if left alone 
not usually a threat to humans.  However, they 
become a focus of community conversation when 
they are seen.  You may hear the male alligator 
bellowing lustily during the spring mating season.  
For a reptile, the female is an extraordinary 
parent.  After mating she builds a nesting mound 
near water, lays 20-30 eggs, covers them with 
vegetation, and guards them until they hatch 
approximately ten weeks later.  The young may 
stay with their mother 
for a year or more, feed-
ing on aquatic insects, 
frogs, and crustaceans.  
The Adults prey on fish, 
turtles, birds, and small 
mammals. 
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For further information about area wildlife, 
contact: 

 
Fairfield Harbour Wildlife Committee 

252-633-5500 
fhpoa@suddenlinkmail.com 

or 

U.S. Interior Fish & Wildlife Service 
800-344-WILD 
www.fws.gov 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Property Owners Association Office 
902 Coral Reef Drive 
New Bern, NC 28560 

 

 

 The beautiful deer that roam in Fairfield 
Harbour are a source of enjoyment and frustration.  
It is a pleasure to observe the elegant, graceful 
animals.  Rabbits are cute and fun to watch.  But 
finding that the lovely and fun creatures have 
eaten your shrubs and flowers can be exasperat-
ing and expensive.  There are many ways of deal-
ing with the browsing deer: electric fences, scare 
devices, chemicals, and deer resistant plants. 
 

 In addition to electric fences, which can 
be unattractive, there are some less expensive 
electronic scare devises: Ultrasonic Yard, Electric 
Trainers, and Water Spray Away. 
 

 Chemical repellents include contact, which 
are applied directly to the plant and repel by taste, 
and area, which are applied near plants and repel by 
smell.  All of these repellents are environmentally  
safe, long lasting, rain resilient, and non-toxic. 
 

 Repellents by taste include: Liquid Fence, 
Deer-Off, and Repellex. Repellents by smell in-
clude:  Deer NoNo, Shake Away, Animal Repellent, 
and Garlic Clips. 
 

 An alternative to these products is to 
grow plants that discourage deer and rabbits.   
There are many deer and rabbit resistant plants 
that provide for a beautiful and low maintenance 
garden, such as plants with a sticky, rough, or 
fuzzy texture.  Plants with fragrant leaves will 
offend deer.  Further information about deer and 
rabbit resistant plants can be found in books, on-
line, and at garden centers. 
 

 These are some of the plants that deer 
and rabbits love, planting them is an open invitation 
to come to dinner:  pansy, sunflower, impatiens, 
hyacinth, geranium, peony, sedum, crocus, hosta, 
phlox, tulip, roses, arborvitaes, azaleas, fruits, 
and nuts. 

 
 All good neighbors follow the rules of the 
neighborhood—the rules that help everyone to live 
together in harmony.  Among the rules in Fairfield 
Harbour are the recommendations that help human 
and wild animal neighbors live together safely and 
in harmony. 
 

 One of the most important rules that every-
one should follow when around wild animals, 
wherever they are, is to not feed them.  Feeding 
wild animals creates a familiarity with humans in 
animals that can be dangerous to both animals 
and people.  Most animal attacks on humans in-
volve animals feeding on human food. 
 

 Regular feeding of animals can create an 
artificial habitat that can interfere with the concentra-
tion of animals in an area.  This has the potential of 
creating an unhealthy environment for animals and 
humans.  Overcrowding can encourage diseases in 
animals that can more easily be spread to humans. 
 

 Deer, geese, and ducks are all wild animals 
and should remain wild.  They can also damage 
property of Harbour residents and when concen-
trated in a small area create a health hazard with 
their droppings.  
 

 No resident shall feed deer, geese, or 
ducks by hand, by placing any edible item on the 
ground or in any manner that afford deer, geese, 
or ducks the opportunity to reach these edible 
items.  This recommendation does not prevent the 
use of bird feeders or devices that feed squirrels.  
Residents that use bird feeders and attract deer, 
geese, or ducks indirectly due to the overflow 
from these feeders are also in violation of this 
recommendation and must take steps to clean up 
the overflow so that deer, geese, or ducks are not 
attracted to your property because of a food 
source. 
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